BOSWELL'S UFE OF JOHNSON
?At Edial, near Lichfield, in Staffordshire, young gentle-
men are boarded and taught the Latin and Greek languages,
by SAMUEL JOHNSON.'
But the only pupils that were put under his care were the
celebrated David Garrick and his brother George, and a Mr
[Lawrence] Offely [Offley], a young gentleman of good for-
tune who died early.
Johnson was not more satisfied with his situation as the
master of an academy, than with that of the usher of a
school; we need not wonder, therefore, that he did not keep
his academy above a year and a half. From Mr Garrick's
account he did not appear to have been profoundly rever-
enced by his pupils. His oddities of manner, and uncouth
gesticulations, could not but be the subject of merriment to
them; and, in particular, the young rogues used to listen at
the door of his bed-chamber, and peep through the key-hole
that they might turn into ridicule his tumultuous and awk-
ward fondness for Mrs Johnson, whom he used to name by
the familiar appellation of Tetty or Tetsey, which, like Betty
or Betsey, is provincially used as a contraction for Elisabeth,
her Christian name, but which to us seems ludicrous, when
applied to a woman of her age and appearance. Mr Garrick
described her to me as very fat, with a bosom of more than
ordinary protuberance, with swelled cheeks of a florid red,
produced by thick painting, and increased by the liberal use
of cordials;-flaring and fantastick in her dress, and affected
both in her speech and her general behaviour. I have seen
Garrick exhibit her, by his exquisite talent for mimickry, so
as to excite the heartiest bursts of laughter; but he, probably,
as is the case in all such representation, considerably aggra-
vated the picture.
While Johnson kept his academy, there can be no doubt
that he was insensibly furnishing his mind with various
knowledge; but I have not discovered that he wrote any
thing except a great part of his tragedy of Irene. Mr Peter
Garrick, the elder brother of David, told me that he remem-
bered Johnson's borrowing the Turkish History of him, in
order to form his play from it
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